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HE Free Press Defense League proposes to meet the Roman
Hierarchy upon its own ground. Before the case against The
Menace comes to trial it will have in Rome an attorney to take
the deposition of Pope Benedict XV, his cardinals and officials of the
‘papal state.
' . The League does this to demonstrate that the millions of loyal,
truth-loving Catholics (against whom neither the League nor any of
the publications attacked by the hierarchy has a word to say) have
been imposed upon and oppressed, to an even greater extent than
have the non-Catholics whom the politicians of Rome hate.

The Free Press Defense League 1s making no fight upon the
Catholic church. It i1s only defending itself against the attacks of the
Catholic politicians. The hierarchy has issued its ultimatum:

No newspaper which dares to criticize the Catholic hierarchy shall live.

In reply to that ultimatum the League proposes to go to the very
fountain head of Catholic authority and challenge “‘eternal Rome” to
tell whether the pope and his cardinals approve of this and other op-
, pressive measures and practices existing under the cloak of religion.

The Free Press Defense League came into existence at the de-
mand of thousands of liberty-loving Americans who have demanded
an organization through which they could protect institutions and

{ prnnciples dear to them. Having seen the hand of Rome stretched
! forth to throttle the press, pervert the schools, and abridge our religious
liberties, they have asked for an instrument through which they, as

\soldiers of the common good, may be of service.
In answer to the ultimatum of the Roman hierarchy and to the demand of lovers
of libc"rty’.cvcrywhc;}ci*the Free Pm‘ll‘;)ffﬁnsc League is in the field. 2
n the coarse e case against enace, the League p s to send ils attorneys to
Rome to take the depositions of Pope Benedict XV and his immediate axinn.
. There is an issue of veracity between The Menace and other outspoken publica-
‘tions on one sideand the Catholic political hierarchy on the other. Somebody has lied.
| Either The Menace and like publications have maligned and libeled the Catholic
/politicians, or these same politicians have maligned and libeled The Menace and news-
¢ papers of its kind.
It is the age-old issue.
It arose when the fagots were lighted for the first heretic.
It echoed when, under papal authority, the Spanish Inquisition began its horrible
career of nameless tortures ang multitudinous slaughters.
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It reverberated when a pope sold Ireland to a foreign prince and thereby took
from the Irish people the liberties they have failed to recover even unto this day.
[t shricked above the blood and tears that marked the death of 100,000 French,
who perished by Jesuit swords and swords that Jesuits had blessed on the day of the
massacre of St. Bartholomew.
For nearly 2,000 years Christendom has wondered and shuddered at these horrors
in the name of religion. For nearly 2,000 years it has asked itself the real, inner,
hidden meaning of these things.
The answer lies locked in the archives of the vatican at Rome. Within those
mysterious precincts which only the princes of the church are permitted to haunt, are
the keys to a thousand mysteries.
There the Catholic political hierarchy, for the preservation of which the priests
are forbidden to marry and raise up heirs, has its fountain head. What occurs behind
those walls none but the pope and his cardinals know. No protestant eye has seen,
no impartial ear has heard what has passed there. Nor is any government on earth,
save that of the pope, recognized there.
There, surrounded by mystery, is the head of a rolilical power that reaches forth into all .
nations, which heeds neither the wishes nor the welfare of any people, but serves only its own ends. v
This power has been indicted at the bar of public opinion in many lands for nearly 2,000 years. q
It has been charged with being the arch murderer of all the ages.
It has been accused af crimes unspeakable. :
IS IT GUILTY? |
Are these charges that have been brought with increasing frequency for more than eighteen
centuries, but the ever-recurring lie of malicious envy?
OR. ARE THEY TRUE?
If the politicians who control the tempordl destinies of the church of Rome wish to acquit
themselves, they are going to have the opportunity. They’ll be given the opportanity anyway.
The Menace has made hundreds :r ific charges against the pope and his politicians. If
these charges are lies, Benedict XV has within reach of his hand the records of centuries which will \
disprove them and set them at rest for all time.
Pope Benedict has it within his power, if the Catholic hierarchy is innocent, to acquit his
organization of indictments for murder and worse, under which it has winced for all these centuries.
ehndofaniumdiuﬁtlﬁolnddcnbmthomﬂni?hdnf&dim. 3
The world waits to know the truth. The Free Press Defense League will make it possible
for the truth to be learned. It will cost the pope and his advisers nothing to obtain a clean bill of
health if they are entitled to it. '
THE FREE PRESS DEFENSE LEAGUE IS EVEN WILLING TO GIVE THEM TIME TO PRE-
PARE THEIR SIDE OF THE CASE
It here and now serves notice upon Pope Benedict XV, his College of Cardinals, his Secretary
of State and other officials of the vatican, that before the trial of the case against The Menace, Attor-
neys for the league will be in Rome to take the depositions of the heads of the Catholic church, in-
cluding the pope, upon the issues involved in this case.
If the Catholic church can clear its skirts of the charges of unspeakable crimes from the days
of the inquisition until the present time, let the heads of the church produce the vatican records and
give depositions in the case against The Menace.
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